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Santa Cruz de Tenerife with Mt Teide in the background on a painting of the early 1800s

CRETE, THE ISLE OF KING MINOS: 

AN IN-DEPTH TOUR

Sunday, March 28 to Wednesday, April 7, 2027

A 10‑day exploration of Europe’s southernmost island and home of one of the world’s oldest civilizations, named after the legendary King Minos. Enjoy magnificent coastal and mountain scenery, an exotic culture, and extraordinary archaeological museums and sites, including Knossos with King Minos’ Palace, excavated by Sir Arthur Evans. Steve and Sandra will escort the tour together with our excellent local guide. 

Tour Cost: $7,275.00 CAD*

*From Toronto, Based on Double Occupancy
Land Only: $5,795.00 CAD
Single room supplement (limited availability): $895.00 CAD

PROPOSED ITINERARY
Day 1 – Sunday, March 28

Late afternoon departure from Toronto for Athens on the direct flight of Air Canada. Dinner and a light breakfast will be served on board.

Day 2 – Monday, March 29

Arrival Athens where you will go through customs before boarding your connecting flight to Crete. Mid‑day arrival in Heraklion, capital of Crete. Meet your local escort and transfer to your hotel in Heraklion Town. Check into your room and enjoy time to relax before a guided walking orientation tour of the historic centre, including the Venetian harbour, the Loggia, and lively pedestrian streets lined with cafés and shops. Dinner this evening is included in the hotel restaurant.

Meals: Dinner
Day 3 – Tuesday, March 30 Knossos Palace · Archaeological Museum · Winery Visit 
This morning we visit Knossos Palace, the legendary home of King Minos. Official site: https://www.knossosguide.com.  Continue to the Heraklion Archaeological Museum, home to the world’s finest collection of Minoan art. Official site: https://heraklionmuseum.gr.  In the afternoon, enjoy a winery visit and tasting at a selected estate in the Heraklion region.  Return to Heraklion for dinner and overnight.
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner and Winery visit
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< Knossos Palace
Day 4 – Wednesday, March 31 Lassithi Plateau · Olive Oil · Panagia Kera · Psychro Village · Dikteon Cave 
A full‑day excursion into Crete’s rugged interior, dominated by 2,100‑meter Mount Dikti. Travel through fertile valleys and mountain passes to the Lassithi Plateau, famous for its quaint villages and thousands of white‑sailed windmills. Visits include an olive oil factory for tasting, the Panagia Kera Monastery with its exquisite Byzantine frescoes, and Krasi Village, known for its ancient plane tree. Continue to Psychro Village and, weather permitting, ascend to the Dikteon Cave, mythical birthplace of Zeus. Return to Heraklion in the late afternoon. Dinner in the hotel.

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner and Olive Oil Tasting

Day 5 – Thursday, April 1 Gortyn · Phaistos · Agia Triada 
Today we explore the rich archaeological heritage of southern Crete. Visit Gortyn, the Roman capital of Crete, where the famous Law Code — Europe’s earliest written legal text — was discovered. Continue to Phaistos Palace, dramatically situated on a spur of Mount Ida and considered one of the most important Minoan sites. Nearby lies Agia Triada, interpreted as the summer residence of the rulers of Phaistos. Return to Heraklion for dinner and overnight. 

Meals: Breakfast and Dinner
Day 6 – Friday, April 2 Heraklion → Rethymno → Chania 
Check out after breakfast and begin your journey westward. First stop: the historic Arkadi Monastery, symbol of Cretan resistance and one of the island’s most important religious sites. Continue to Rethymno, a charming town of Venetian mansions, narrow lanes, and Ottoman architecture. Enjoy a guided walking tour of the old town. In the late afternoon, drive along the north coast to Chania, one of the loveliest towns in Greece. Check into your hotel and enjoy the evening at leisure.

Meals: Breakfast and Lunch
Heraklion was named after the mythological hero Herakles (Hercules). The Venetians called the city Candia and exported cane sugar from here — hence the origin of the word candy.


Day 7 – Saturday, April 3 Chania · Venetian Harbour · Argyroupoli · Lake Kournas · Village Food Experience 
This morning, enjoy a guided walking tour of Chania, including the atmospheric Venetian harbour, lighthouse, and colourful waterfront. Continue to Argyroupoli Village, known for its springs, greenery, and traditional tavernas. Visit Lake Kournas, Crete’s only natural freshwater lake, set against a backdrop of mountains. The day concludes with visits to traditional villages and a light food experience featuring local products and Cretan hospitality. Return to Chania for overnight.

Meals: Breakfast and Lunch
Day 8 – Sunday, April 4 Free Day in Chania 
A full day at leisure to enjoy Chania at your own pace. Optional experiences may include: 

• Apokoronas Villages & Wine Experience 

• Cooking class • Boat excursion (weather permitting)

• Shopping and strolling through the old town’s boutiques and markets

Dinner on your own.

Meals: Breakfast

Day 9 – Monday, April 5 Chania → Athens · Plaka District · Evening at Leisure 
After breakfast, transfer to Chania Airport for your short flight to Athens. Upon arrival, transfer to your centrally located hotel in the Plaka District, the oldest and most atmospheric neighbourhood in Athens. Enjoy time to settle in and explore the surrounding pedestrian streets filled with cafés, artisan shops, and neoclassical architecture. Evening at leisure with countless dining options steps from your hotel.

Meals: Breakfast

Day 10 – Tuesday, April 6 Athens Sightseeing · Acropolis · National Archaeological Museum
A full day of sightseeing in the Greek capital, including: The Acropolis and the Parthenon, Hadrian’s Arch, The Theatre of Dionysos, The Temple of Olympian Zeus, Panathenaic Stadium
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Continue to the superb National Archaeological Museum, home to Greece’s most important antiquities. Enjoy free time to shop in Plaka before gathering for a farewell dinner of traditional Greek specialties in a classic Athenian taverna.

Meals: Breakfast and Dinner
       Acropolis >
Day 11 – Wednesday, April 7

Early breakfast, transfer to Athens Airport, and return flight to Toronto with Air Canada or similar.  Arrival in Toronto around 3 PM.

Minoan Civilization

The Minoans were a pre‑Hellenic Bronze Age civilization flourishing from approximately 2600 to 1450 BC, making this the oldest civilization in Europe. Based on depictions in Minoan art, the culture is often characterized as matrilinear and centered on goddess worship. The term “Minoan” was coined by British archaeologist Sir Arthur Evans after the mythic King Minos, associated with the labyrinth at Knossos.

Tour Cost: $7,275.00 CAD*

*From Toronto, Based on Double Occupancy
Land Only: $5,795.00 CAD
Single room supplement (limited availability): $895.00 CAD
Included:

· Return economy class flight from Toronto

· Accommodation in first class (4 star) and superior tourist class (3 star) hotels

· Airport transfers

· Breakfast daily and all dinners except one

· Sightseeing, visits, and excursions as per itinerary, including admission

· Hotel taxes and gratuities

Not included

· All items of a personal nature;

· Gratuities for drivers and guides (approximately $30)

· Travel Insurance, available upon request.
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REGISTRATION

Please book

seat(s) on the “The Crete In Depth” Tour from March 28th to April 7th, 2027

I wish to book on group flights_____ OR land only ______. 

*If booking land only please send the office a copy of your flight details.

Please be prepared to pay a deposit of $1200 per person and any applicable insurance premium at time of registration. Balance is invoiced no later than 120 days prior to departure.

WE REQUIRE A COPY OF YOUR PASSPORT (INFORMATION PAGES ONLY) VALID 6 MONTHS AFTER TOUR TO BE SENT IN WITH YOUR REGISTRATION FORM.

PASSPORT NAME(S): 

Surname



First



Middle(s)




Date of Birth (ddmmmyyyy):






Surname



First



Middle(s)




Date of Birth (ddmmmyyyy):







Address:









City:


 

Postal Code:


Phone: 



Cell Phone:




Email:






If traveling alone, is a single room required? Yes
No

If sharing, what is your bed preference: twin (2 beds) 
double (1 bed) 
?
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: Please list any dietary requests, allergies, special physical needs, or frequent flyer numbers etc., below. We cannot ensure requests made 30 days or less prior to departure will be possible.

INSURANCE: Review plans and rates by clicking here or calling the office. Record your quoted premium below:
All-Inclusive:


 Emergency Medical:

     Non-Medical/Trip Cancellation:



Decline Insurance:



PAYMENT: Cheque payable to Pauwels Travel Bureau LTD, e-transfer to tours@pauwelstravel.com or call the office to provide credit card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express) to Sandra or Jessica.

Amount To Pay: ______________

CONSENT: “I/we have read and agree to the terms and conditions attached to the tour program, have selected or declined insurance, indicated any special requests, and authorize payment of the above amount.”

Date_______   Signature____________________________

Date_______   Signature____________________________

PAUWELS TRAVEL BUREAU LTD.
Mailing Address: 43 Condor St, Kitchener, ON N2K 0B2
Tel: 519-753-2695– Fax: 519753-6376 - Email: tours@pauwelstravel.com
TERMS & CONDITIONS
RESERVATIONS AND DEPOSITS:
Reservations should be made as early as possible to ensure the departure of your choice. No reservations will be accepted without a deposit and signed registration form. Deposit amounts vary by tour and are listed in the registration form.
REFUND OF UNUSED ARRANGEMENTS
Because the rates of Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. are based on group participation, no refund can be made for any tour accommodation or tour service, or tour feature not taken. If cancellation occurs while the tour is in progress, no refund can be made for the tour portion not taken. We strongly suggest that to allow for any unexpected contingencies, you purchase the all-inclusive insurance.
CANCELLATION POLICY
Refund of deposit is made if cancellation is received in writing by Pauwels Travel Bureau Ltd. at least 91 days prior of the departure date of the tour less a $500.00 non-refundable administrative fee per person. For cancellation received in writing 90 days prior or less the following cancellation penalties apply for tour costs:
· 120 days to 91 days before departure: 45% of tour cost

· 90 to 31 days before departure: 65% of tour cost

· 30 – 0 days prior to departure: 100% of tour cost

Penalties for cancelling insurance or individual airfare may differ than the policy above. Clients are advised to review the cancellation terms for any additional services they may have purchased for the tour.
RESPONSIBILITY

The acceptance of the initial service to be provided under the tour shall be considered an acceptance by the tour member of those conditions. We also reserve the right to decline, to accept or retain any person as a member of the tour. We reserve the right without notice, to withdraw any part or all of the tour. Factors such as airline schedule changes, hotel overbookings, inclement weather, travel warnings by the Canadian Government etc. may necessitate changes in the itinerary. There may also be other circumstances in which changes become necessary or advisable. By commencing the tour, I agree to the release and agreement as included below.
RELEASE & AGREEMENT
By placing my deposit, submitting my registration, and commencing the tour I understand and agree to the following:
1. That all tours are delivered in conjunction with other service providers, including but not limited to travel agent and booking services, airlines, hotel and accommodation providers, transportation providers including but not limited to coach, train and ferry services, restaurant providers, and local guides. We shall not be held responsible for the failure by any person or company to render any transportation, lodging or other travel service to be provided on the tour. All hotels, transportation and other travel services are provided subject to all the terms and conditions under which they are offered to the public generally. 

2. I know that tour programs include walking and may including hiking and fitness programs that have potentially hazardous activities associated with them. I should not participate prior to approval by my physician. I assume any and all other risks associated with these events included but not limited to falls, contact with other participants, the effects of the weather including high heat and/or humidity. 

3. To release, indemnify and hold harmless Pauwels Travel Bureau and their affiliates (which term shall include parents, subsidiaries, officers, directors, shareholders, agents and employees of Pauwels Travel Bureau as well as Pauwels Travel themselves) (the “Released Parties”) from, and agree not to sue the Released Parties for, any claims that I may have arising from, or in connection with, any personal injury, bodily injury, mental anguish, emotional distress, physical, property or other damage that I may suffer from any cause whatsoever related in any way to my participation in this tour. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, I release, indemnify, and hold harmless the Released Parties from, and agree not to sue them for any personal injury, bodily injury, mental anguish, emotional distress, physical, property or other damage that I may suffer from the Released Parties’ negligence other than from intentional or reckless acts by such parties. I further agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless the Released Parties from any and all acts of God, war (whether declared or undeclared), terrorist activities, incidents of politically motivated violence, illness or quarantine, strikes or government restrictions or the acts or omissions of any other agents over which the Released Parties have no direct or indirect control, including, without limitation, airlines, railways, bus companies, hotels, shipping companies, guides and sub- contracted agents or tour operators. This release also includes activities not offered that may be considered risky. I further release any Tour Directors, bus drivers or other individuals involved in my tour. 

4. That the air carrier’s liability for loss of or damage to baggage or property, or for death or injury to person, is limited by their tariffs, or the Warsaw Convention, or both. 

5. That Pauwels Travel Bureau shall have no liability or responsibility for me when I am absent from activities, such as visits to friends or relatives or during pre-tour/post-tour option periods if the pre-tour/post-tour period does not include the services of a Tour Director. 

6. To abide by directions of my Tour Director or other leadership personnel during my tour. Failure to do so may result in my termination from tour immediately. I understand that to disobey such rules or directions are to waive the right to any refund, and that I may be sent home at my own expense. The participant and family undertake full financial responsibility for any damage caused by the participant and agree to pay his/her return home on the first available flight, should his/her behaviour be deemed detrimental to the welfare of the group. 

7. To abide by all local laws when in Canada and abroad, including those concerning drugs and alcohol. (Minors must have parents’ permission to use alcohol even if the local law would otherwise permit them to). I understand that if I abuse or disobey such laws, even unintentionally, I waive my right to a refund, and Pauwels Travel may send me home at my own expense. I also understand that, should local authorities be involved, I will be subject to the laws of the country I am visiting. 

8. That if I become ill or incapacitated, Pauwels Travel and its employees, or a designated chaperone may take any action they deem necessary for my safety and well-being, including securing medical treatment (at my own expense) and transporting me home. In the event of a medical emergency, Pauwels Travel will attempt to cause appropriate treatment to be administered, and the traveller authorizes Pauwels Travel to do so. Pauwels Travel, however, makes no warranty that it will be able to cause effective (or any) emergency treatment to be administered. 

9. That Pauwels Travel may use any film likenesses taken of me and any of my comments while on a tour for future publication and use my contact information for future Pauwels Travel communications.

A WORD ABOUT GROUP AIRFARES
Please note that when booking one of our air-inclusive tours, Pauwels Travel has negotiated reduced rates with the airline that we are able to confirm and lock in up to 359 days before travel. While it is wonderful to share the savings and flexibility this provides with you, our valued guests, the privilege does come with some restrictions. In some cases, it may not be possible to collect frequent flyer miles, you may not be able to check in online 24 hours before travel, or you may need to try checking in with your ticket number rather than your booking reference. Additionally, most airlines do not allow advanced seat-selection on group airfares. It is the airline’s policy, not ours, that prevents us from assigning specific seats. If a request is made, it is passed on to the airline by our staff when they submit the names to the airline 60 days prior to departure but no requests are guaranteed. Our staff will not be able to aid in advanced seat selection if the airline does not allow it on the group airfare. If a certain type of seat is indispensable to you, we suggest that you book our tour on a “land only” basis and make individual flight arrangements, in which case you may be able to get the seat of your choice; Pauwels Travel would be happy to assist you with that reservation. We will offer you the best fare available, but please note that this can only be done once a tour is a guaranteed departure because individual airfare conditions are stricter than the conditions of the group airfare rate. We thank you in advance for your kind understanding of the above!
